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SWITCHABLE DISPLAY APPARATUS 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is an elevation view of a switchable display 
apparatus of the present device, Fig . 2 is a side view of 
the same, and Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 are each an elevation view 
of a display plate. 

Description of the Device 

The present device relates to a switchable display 
apparatus that is able to display two of display contents on 
an identical plane in a manner in which two sheets of 
transparent display plate, which are tinted in different 
colors and are provided with different display symbols, are 
attached to each other, two pieces of display-use tinted 
bulb, the colors of which are equivalent to those of the 
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display plates, respectively, are provided so as to be 
correspondent with the display plates , and the display-use 
tinted bulbs are alternately lighted, and is of great 
usefulness when employed for indication of switching 
frequency bands or sound qualities in a radio receiver, or 
for indication of just open/close of, for example, a door, 
or the like . 

Conventional switchable display apparatuses have mostly 
been attended with mechanical action, which has caused 
complicated structures, and although there have been ones 
provided with colored bulbs, they have to be ready for 
individual display plates and their displaying places are 
movable, so such conventional apparatuses have had a 
location- related drawback and have also been unsatisfactory 
from design point of view. 

The present device is one that resolves such a drawback 
of conventional apparatuses, and the design effect due to 
the switchable display of the display apparatus is to 
develop into a new field. The present device will be 
described with reference to the attached drawings ; reference 
numeral 1 denotes a transparent display plate having a 
display symbol 2 of one kind remained as it is and is 
provided with a tinted layer 3 by coloring the other with, 
for example, a red color, reference numeral 4 denotes a 
transparent display plate, which is attached onto the 
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transparent display plate 1, having a display symbol 5 of 
another kind different from the display symbol 2 of the 
transparent display plate 1 remained as it is and is 
provided with a tinted layer 6 by coloring the other with, 
for example, a blue color, being different from the tinted 
layer 3 of the transparent display plate 1, reference 
numerals 7, 8 are display-use tinted bulbs that are provided 
so as to be correspondent with the transparent display 
plates 1, 4 and emit light of tinted colors equivalent to 
those of the tinted layers 3, 6 of the transparent display 
plates 1, 4, respectively, and the display-use tinted bulbs 
7, 8 are ones that are connected to an appropriate switch 
and alternately blink by actuation of the switch. 
Incidentally, the transparent display plates 1, 4 are formed 
of glass, plastic, or the like so as to have the display 
symbols 2 , 5 that are each tinted with a milky color so that 
the display symbols 2 , 5 and the tinted layers 3 , 6 give an 
almost identical transmittancy with each other, and further, 
the tinted layers 3 , 6 are each continuously applied with 
all-over frost treatment to provide a diffusion surface with 
an intention of uniformizing the transmittancy on the front 
surface . 

Next , the operations of the present device will be 
described. Now, in the case that the tinted layers 3 , 6 of 
the transparent display plates 1, 4 are tinted with a red 
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color and a blue color and accordingly the display-use 
tinted bulbs 7, 8 are decided to be a red colored bulb and a 
blue colored bulb, respectively, and further when installed 
so as the transparent display plate 1 faces to the side of 
the display-use tinted bulbs 7, 8, in the first place, when 
the display-use tinted bulb 7 of the red color is lighted up, 
red colored light evenly passes through all over the 
transparent display plate 1 having the tinted layer 3 of the 
red color and reaches the transparent display plate 4 ; 
however, the red colored light does not pass through the 
tinted layer 6, but passes forward only through the display 
symbol 5, so the display symbol 5 is displayed with the red 
color. In the second place, when the display-use tinted 
bulb 7 of the red color is extinguished and the display-use 
tinted bulb 8 of the blue color is lighted up, blue colored 
light is intercepted at the tinted layer 3 of the red color 
and passes only through the display symbol 2 to reach the 
transparent display plate 4; however , since the transparent 
display plate 4 allows blue colored light to evenly pass 
through all over the plane thereof, the display symbol 2 is 
displayed with the blue color after all . Incidentally, even 
though the positions of the transparent display plates 1, 4 
to be attached with each other are opposed to the above 
described, a similar display is provided . Moreover, an 
extremely clear display can be obtained by specifying the 
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tinted layers 3 , 6 to have distinguishable colors, which are 
in a relation of complementary colors to each other as with 
red and blue as described above . 

According to the present device, as described above , 
since two displays having different contents are able to be 
provided on an identical plane only by switching the 
display-use tinted bulbs 7, 8 , the switchable display 
apparatus is free from locational constraint, provides a 
reliable display with a simple structure, and furthermore 
looks smart ; therefore, the apparatus will be of great 
usefulness when employed for switching display of frequency 
bands or switching display of sound qualities in a radio 
receiver, or for indication of just open/close of, for 
example , a door, or the like . 

Claim 

A structure of a switchable display apparatus in which 
transparent display plates 1, 4 are attached to each other 
as illustrated in the drawings , the transparent display 
plates 1, 4 being provided with display symbols 2 , 5 by 
means of tinted layers 3 , 6, respectively, and display-use 
tinted bulbs 7, 8 , the colors of which are equivalent to 
those of the tinted layers 3 , 6, respectively, are provided 
so as to be correspondent with said display plates 1 , 4. 
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